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on the list, had his choice of what volume he
pleased in the whole collection; the second had
his choice after the first; the third after the se-
cond ; and so on to the last. At next meeting^
he who had been first on the list at the preced-
ing meeting was last at this; he who had been
second was first; and SO' on through the whole
.three, years. At the expiration of the engage-
ment, the books were sold by auction, but only
among the members themselves ; and each man
had his share of the common stock, in money or
in books, as he chose to be a, purchaser or not

At the breaking up of this little society5
which was formed under Mr. Riddel's patron-
age, what with benefactions of books from him,
and what with their own purchases, they had
collected together upwards of one hundred and
fifty volumes. It will easily be guessed, that a
good deal of trash would be bought. Among
the books, however, of this little library, were,
Blair s Sermons, Robertson's History of Scot-
land^ Humes History of the Stuarts, The Spec-
tator, Idler, Adventurer, Mirror, Lounger^
Observer, Man of Feeling, Man of the World^
Chrysal, Don Quixote, Joseph Andrews, &c.
A peasant who can read and enjoy such books^
is certainly a much superior being to his neigh-
bour, who perhaps stalks beside his team, very
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